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Happy New Year 2022! 

Post Commander 
Walt Tanimoto 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Welcome VFW Post 6785, 
friends and community to 
2022!  I will start by giving 
thanks to all of you for your 
support and comradeship this past year.  I am looking 
forward to this year and the continuation of our VFW 
mission to work with the community and do more for 
veterans.   
 
COVID-19 restrictions may have slowed us down, but 
they have not broken our will and drive to get out and 
do events safely.  Rather than complain or stack arms 
we have found ways to work within the restriction to 
get out in the community as you can see from our 
activities in 2021.  
 
My priorities for the year are to take advantage when 
we can to conduct activities within COVID-19 
restrictions, to recruit and raise funds and to have fun!  
We have challenges, but I know we are up for it and can 
find ways to accomplish our goals.   
 
The challenge is not about who recruits the most 
members, but what we do for veterans.  Along the way 
we find new members who want to join the VFW and 
work with the 6785 mission.  
 
Please join us at our monthly meetings and let us know 
if you would like to volunteer at some of our regularly 
scheduled activities or would like to be on one of our 
committees.  We are always looking for new members 
and new ideas.  Attending our meetings gives you early 
notice and the opportunity to provide input on 

upcoming events.  Be sure to look at our calendar and 
website for updates and event notifications at:   
 

 Website:  https://vfwpost6785.org/ 
 Calendar:  https://vfwpost6785.org/vfw-post-

6785-calendar-of-events/ 
 Facebook:  @VFWPost6785KentWA 

 
I have said this before, but it’s worth saying it again.  I 
am proud to serve in an organization of veterans.  Our 
veteran membership proudly represents current 
military members and veterans from wars and conflicts 
including WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Cold War, Afghanistan, 
Iraq, and other operations.  I want to thank our Gold 
Star Families, and to always remember our fallen 
comrades and those still missing in action.  WE WILL 
NEVER FORGET!  Lastly, I want to thank our friends for 
their support.  Keep us in mind in 2022! 
 
Go For Broke! 
 
Walt Tanimoto 
 

Meeting Information 
 Officers Meeting:  2nd Wednesday of each month, 

1900-2000 hrs, on WebEx 
 Post Meeting:  3rd Wednesday of each month, 

Social 1800 hrs, Meeting 1900-2000 hrs 
 Location:  American Legion Post 15, 25405 97th Pl 

S, Kent, WA 98030 

 
Post Officers 

Post Commander  Quartermaster 
Walt Tanimoto   RC Sample 
 
Sr Vice Commander  Jr Vice Commander 
Rob Grutko   Rich Klug 
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Post Officers - Continued 
 
Adjutant   Judge Advocate  
Rob Grutko   Alan B’Hymer 
 
Chaplain   Surgeon 
Manny Martinez  Rich Klug 
 
Officer of the Day  Service Officer 
John Bruns   Randy Clawson 
     
 
Sr Vice Commander 
Rob Grutko 
 
Greetings Comrades! I am looking 
forward to a great 2022, and to 
continuing to provide support to 
our veteran’s community. Events 
are slowly starting to get 
underway; we have had a few poppy drives, and we 
have Cornucopia Days on the calendar for this year. 
 
Besides the normal membership drives – trying to reach 
out to and find new members – we also want to focus 
on the welfare of our existing membership and I think 
2022 will be a great year to focus on that. 
 
One membership goal for this year is 100% positive 
contact for everyone on the membership roster. This 
could be a phone call, a visit or a connection thru a 
family member. We want to reach out to everyone, do a 
Buddy check, make sure they are doing OK and see if 
they have any interest in participating in future VFW 
events. 
 
I will be taking the membership list, splitting it into 
blocks of 10 people, and “checking-out” the list to 
individuals who want to try and aggressively contact 
each member.  Again, the goal is 100% positive contact. 
If you have any ideas on how to contact folks or what 
the individual discussion items might be, we would love 
to hear about it. 
 
As we start planning events and activities for the new 
year, please be sure to keep me updated on the times 
and dates. With just a few days’ notice I can create sign  
 

 
up sheets, and it is much appreciated if you can help in 
the never ending battle of keeping the calendar current. 
Have a great new year, and I look forward to another 
awesome year working with all of you. 
 
Robert Grutko 
Sr Vice Commander and Adjutant 
 
 
Jr Vice Commander 
Rich Klug 
 
I would like to start off wishing 
everyone the happiest of 
Holidays.  Please remember 
our vets at this time of year.  
While it is festive for many, it is 
a lonely time for many vets. 
 
As for activities over the past quarter, we wrapped up 
the Post and District level Essay/Patriots Pen/VOD 
contest.  While 6785 did not have a VOD entry, we did 
have a 2nd place winner for Patriots Pen. 
 
We (District) also awarded the VFW Education 
Teacher’s award, and it went very well.  It is satisfying to 
see these people recognized for their achievements.  
 
An award ceremony was held by the District at Post 
5760 (Mercer Island) on 12/4.  We would like to thank 
that post for their hospitality and commend them on a 
beautiful facility. Our winners have been sent on to 
“State” for the next phase of the competition. 
 
I hope to get an extra early start on the 2022 Essays and 
hit as many locations as I can to try to get more entries.  
This is an important competition, and the National level 
award is a 30,000.00 scholarship.   
 
Looking forward to an even better 2022. 
 
Richard Klug 
Jr Vice Commander 
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Surgeon   
Rich Klug 
 
Welcome to the end of 2021; I, 
for one, am not terribly sorry 
to see it go.  It was hard to 
keep track of the restrictions at 
the hospital this past year, and 
in a nutshell, we cannot participate in our usual 
activities there again this year.  I feel for the patients at 
the hospital because they really look forward to our 
activities there, especially at this time of the year. 
 
The Christmas event was canceled due to the various 
new strains of COVID.  We sincerely hope things are 
back to whatever serves for normal next year. 
Our efforts at Bingo are also still on hold for the same 
reasons. 
 
The Post has generously donated (at the request of the 
Hospital staff) 24 packs of “3 pack t-shirts” which I will 
be delivering sometime the week of 12/13 (one more to 
be received and I am ready to go.) 
 
While not specifically hospital related, on Veteran’s Day, 
we spent several hours at the Village Concepts Home 
visiting with veterans housed there.  We gave out flags, 
Vietnam pins and other items as a show of our 
appreciation for their service.  It was very gratifying. 
Happy Holidays to everyone.  Remember our Vets, they 
could use some “love” this time of year.  Cards and 
letters would be welcome to our VA hospital and other 
Vet locations.  
 
 
Rich Klug 
 
Parades and Honor 
Formations  
Alan B’Hymer 
 
Now that COVID restrictions 
are relaxing we have been 
able to participate in several 
recent Parades and Honor 
Events. I’ll  
 

 
start with the Northwest U S O “Red, White & Blue Golf 
Classic”.  This Golf Tournament took place on 
September 23, 2021. The Post Honor Guard presented 
the Colors  
 
at the opening ceremony to kick off the day.  It has 
been an honor for us to provide this support for several 
years and we have already been invited to next year’s 
event. 
 
The next big event for us was to participate in the 56th 
Annual Auburn Veterans Parade on Saturday, 
November 6, 2021. The Post’s eight-member Color 
Guard marched near the front of the parade with 
several other Veterans’ groups. Many watched the 
parade via KOMO 4’s livestream. It was awe inspiring to 
see the USAF C-17 open the show with a very low fly 
over. We will be back next year. 
 
The most recent event was the Kent Winterfest Parade 
conducted on the evening of December 04, 2021. For 
the renewal of this Parade, the Parade planners asked 
us to be the leading unit. It was a cold, windy, rainy 
evening which was immediately offset by the warm 
vigorous greetings and cheers from an enthusiastic 
crowd. Upon completion of the Parade, we were again 
asked to reprise the role next year. 
 
We already have a couple of events in the works for 
next year. However, the best news is that Kent 
Cornucopia Days will return next summer, and this is 
usually the largest Parade Group we muster each year. 
We are looking forward to that!!  
 
Stay tuned for detailed information and the volunteer 
sign-up sheets.   
 
Alan B’Hymer 
Parades and Honor Formations 
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Honor Guard  
Scott Eliason 
 
The past year has been 
busy, and productive. 
Tahoma Nation Cemetery 
(TNC) has been in catch 
up mode all year as 
services have been open 
to the public again, but with COVID restrictions. There 
were a number of off-site services as well. All told, from 
December 2020 through November 2021 your Post 
Honor Guard reported 329 members involved in 
Military Honors Services, providing 495 Honors, 1151 
hours expended, and a total of 6107 miles driven in 
support of our activities. We have been sharing duty 
days with the Kent Disabled American Veterans (DAV), 
with the DAV doing mornings and VFW 6785 doing 
afternoons. The first and second Thursdays are the 
regular duty days. In October our Post conducted two 
Second Saturday Services recognizing veterans who 
were either placed at TNC without Military Honors or 
who were interred elsewhere without the appropriate 
services. We will be doing a third Thursday service day 
in February 2021 as well. 
 
We are always looking to add members to the team. It 
always makes for a great service to have five to six rifle 
team members firing the three-volley salute, and more 
members on the team allows scheduling so that the 
burden is shared more equitably. Most of the uniform is 
provided along with training. We use M-1 rifles for the 
salutes, so training is necessary, especially for the 
younger veterans amongst us. PLEASE CONSIDER 
JOINING THE HONOR GUARD. You can speak to any 
member and are welcome to contact the Honor Guard 
Chair, Scott Eliason, cell 206-310-4157/e-mail 
sreliason@msn.com. 
 
 
Welcome Aboard!  
VFW Post 6785 
 
VFW Post 6785 welcomes new members! 
 
Welcome Gerry Amaral, Keith Choy, and Steve Schmidt 
to the VFW and VFW Post 6785! 

 
Keith is a Army veteran who served in Korea as an air 
traffic controller. 
Gerry Amaral and Steve Schmidt! 
 
Gerry is a U.S. Navy Veteran who flew anti-submarine 
warfare planes and served in Vietnam. 
 
Steve Schmidt is an U.S. Army Veteran who served with 
Washington States own 81st Brigade Combat Team 
during Iraqi Freedom II. 
 
Welcome Gerry, Keith, and Steve to the largest and 
oldest war veterans service organization - The Veterans 
of Foreign Wars! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
TAPS   
VFW Post 6785 
 
Ralph J. Everson 
Arthur Eugene Garverick  
Tony Ganacias  
Eugene Leslie McCoy  
Donald Everett Soini  
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USO    
Ken “Pepsi” Przepiora 
 
VFW Post 6785 volunteers 
lends a hand and their backs at 
the USO located at the Seattle 
Tacoma International Airport! 
 
On Friday, 10 December 2021, a team of 6785 veterans 
met at the USO to help move and assemble furniture 
back into the USO after their recent remodel.   
Hours later the job is done and before leaving the 6785 
volunteers made a $1,000.00 donation to the USO.  
Presenting the donation is RC Sample to USO manager 
Matt Slew.  
 
The more the merrier during the holiday season and big 
thanks to the 6785 veteran volunteers who worked at 
the USO on this day! 
 
Gerry Amaral 
Eugene Arnold 
Alan B'Hymer 
John Bruns  
Keith Choy 
Craig Dougherty  
Rick Fredickson 
Kenneth A Przepiora, 6785 USO Chair 
Richard Sample  
Tom Struck 
Tj WilliamsSr  
 
We all served and most of us have stopped by an USO 
during our travels, and this is a great way we can help 
and give back to organizations that support active duty 
service members worldwide! 
 
Please feel free to contact me about the uso and if you 
would like to voluteer at the USO.  
 
Ken Przepiora 
USO Chair 
253-709-9099 
kenn.przepiora.vfw6785@msn.com 
USO Chair 
 
 

 
Compass House  
Ken “Pepsi” Przepiora 
 
As usual, the ‘Toys for Tots’ 
organization did an outstanding 
job distributing toys for 70 
children.  That was enough toys 
to fill our four cars at their warehouse today.  The 
destination for all the toys was The Compass House in 
Renton which houses Veteran Families. Megan Sarver, 
Director of Events, was very appreciative for all that was 
delivered by the Veterans of Post #6785.  Our 
volunteers were Ken Przepiora, R.C. Samples, Clint 
Marabetta and wives Roberta Samples and Lorraine 
Przepiora.  Along with all the toys the Post members 
also delivered a $500.00 check to be used for housing 
necessities.   
 
See the photos in the Photo Highlights section. 
 
 
Contact Information Change?  
VFW Post 6785 
 
Email is our primary means to 
communitcate with you.  
Please send mailing, phone, 
and email address changes to 
the Post Adjutant at:   
 
vfwpost6785@yahoo.com 
 
 
New Revised Post Bylaws  
VFW Post 6785 
 
VFW National Headquarters recently approved our 
revised Post bylaws.  The revised bylaws can be viewed 
at:   http://rmg-
vfw.s3.amazonaws.com/2021/Dec%202021/06785%20
Amended%20Bylaws%20WA.pdf 
 
In accordance with National bylaws, Posts will review 
and/or revise bylaws at least once every five years.  
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Newsletter Editorial and Post  
VFW Post 6785 
 
Published Quarterly:  Link emailed to all members. 
 
Copy Deadline:  Email newsletter input or photos to 
Walt Tanimoto at  wttanimoto@gmail.com .  Submition 
does NOT guarantee placement in the newsletter.  All 
articles and photos are subject to edting for length, 
content, or both at the descrestion of the Newsletter 
Committee and Post Officers.  
 
Newsletter Committee: 
Alan B’Hymer 
Rob Grutko 
Walt Tanimoto 
 
 
Christmas Greetings   
VFW Post 6785 
 
Click on the following YouTube link to watch 6785’s 
Christmas Greetings.   
 
VFW Post 6785 veterans wishing you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year Greetings:  
 
https://youtu.be/mlRDhCKX9wA 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Photo Highlights of Q4-2021 Activites and 
Events!  
VFW Post 6785 
 
VFW Post 6785 Honor Guard Chair as Santa Clause at 
the 3rd Battalion 161st Infantry Family Christmas Day.  
 

 
 
VFW Post 6785 purchases t-shirts to hospitalized 
veterans at the Seattle VA Community Living 
Center by Post Jr Vice and Surgeon Rich Klug.  
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VFW Post 6785 veterans work part at the Seatac USO 
and $1,000.00 donation.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VFW Post 6785 Toys for Tots and donation to the 
Compass House in Renton, WA.  
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One of the many VFW Post 6785 Honor Guard days at 
the Tahoma National Cemetery.  
 

 
 
Veterans Day Poppy Drive at the Covington Wal Mart. 
 

 
 
VFW Post 6785 Color Guard at the Auburn Veterans Day 
Parade.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
VFW Post 6785 Color Guard at the Annual USO Red 
White and Blue Golf Tournament.  
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VFW Post 6785 having lunch with Gold Star Mothers 
after Wreaths Across America.  
 

 
 
 
VFW Post 6785 provides the color guard leading the City 
of kent’s Winterfest Parade.  
 

 
 

 

 
VFW Post 6785 at American Legion Post 15’s Christmas 
Meal.  
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VFW Post 6785 visits Village Concepts Assisted Living 
Center on Veterans Day.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
Honor Guard support to VFW Post 2995 at the Eastside 
Veterans Day event at Sunset Hill Cemetery.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
With gratitude, VFW Post 6785 received a donation 
from King County presented by Councilmember Dave 
Upthegrove.  
 

 
 
 
VFW Post 6785 donates $1,000.00 to VFW Post 9430 for 
food baskets and Christmas toys for soldiers in need at 
JBLM, and volunteers at their Christmas event.  
 

 


